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Hungarians had their wireless sets taken away from
them. There were incidents, too, when the Rou-
manian police dealt roughly with protesting crowds;
on one occasion Roumanians fired a Hungarian
pastor's house, but the Roumanian authorities quickly
apologized and supplied compensation. In any case
no one believed that the Hungarians in Roumania
would be loyal to Roumania against Hungary if things
became more acute.
It would, however, be extremely misleading to
suppose that the Transylvanian Magyars as a whole
wish to be re-incorporated with Hungary. They are
very conscious of their separate tradition and infinitely
proud of their unbroken history typified by the beauti-
ful castles and the delightful Szekely gateways which
no Turkish invader has ever swept away. If the
Szekelys, therefore, regard themselves as more Magyar
than the Magyars they have little desire to be ruled
from Budapest. Old Transylvanian families like those
of Count Bethlen and Count Paul Teleki are well
aware of this and advocate a liberal autonomy for the
old principality. This is the aspiration, also, of the
distinguished group of Transylvanian Hungarian in-
tellectuals who have been associated with the review
Helikon, one of the pivots of post-war Transylvanian
life. It is interesting that the leader of this group is
Count Nicholas BanfFy, the political leader of the
Hungarian minority. These people dream of Transyl-
vania with its three million inhabitants as an Eastern
Switzerland fulfilling the remarkable functions of that
country, with Roumanian, Hungarian and German as
its three main recognized languages. Though the
Transylvanians live in wilder racial confusion than the